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Rogers l':-=gnr. nis Hight trcining in the first Civilicr Pilal Training Pregram offeféd i Afican
Amaricans in Chicago, and received his pilors license in Seplambar 1940 Ha attempred
to jixin the LLS. Ay Alr Corps, bid wias rejected because he was blodk, -

The “Tuskegee Experiment” gove Rogers his apporunity and, on December 19, 1947, olier the .:||r.:|c|.; an Pearl
Heibzr, he was sworn in os an aviglicn cadet. He graduated from fight moining ol Ihsk&guu Arirry Airfield, :nf.ﬁ.ugugl
5, 1942, and was assigned to the ariginal 96t Fighter Squadian. He bagan his combal eur in Aol 19432 and flaw
more fhan 100 combat missions in Morth Africa, Sicily and Iraly

This courageous member cf the Fighling 9%th eamned an Air Medal with on Ok Leof Clusier and the European;!
Afican ord Medilerranean Ribban with thres Branze Siars. He was dischorged os o Coplain on Sugust 13, 1945,

Alter the war, Rogers eamed his low degres and procticed law in Cock County in llinois, befoe serving in the judi
cial syslem. He relived, afler a long coreer, on December 7, 1998, fam the Circuil Court of Ceak County, Juvenile
Civision, where he served as Supervsing Judge of the Delinguency Division,

Fogers lives in Chicoga with his wils, Gweandohn D. laroche, whom he mamied on Februory 3, 2001, alter a long

friendship:

4 wim-m R. Thompson, Lt. Col., U.S. Air Force (Ret.)

0"‘1 kine 2, 1241, Wiliam k. Thompson entered the miliary s serve his counlry and,
after 33aears of sarvice, retired from the United Siates Air Force as a baveran eolanel
ﬂnjhn ‘:-.'-f:i ﬁ??ﬁ

| his=wings asone-obthadist members of the Tuskages Airmen, wha
f 1I'¢III"IBd s Army Airfield in Alabama. after grﬂdmn-r-n he was ossigned 1o the
: .Ihhﬁgg ==TN l-]er Sql.rudr-:vn

sl Ehlpp@d o Marth .-'-".Fnt;n:: unr!s-r the: |'='1':-:_'||‘= 5.|'|||:'_|
g hELI‘nElnunr wins nssigned o Dovis” sigil,

il ' : i Ela sk',.r awer Morth Africo, Thompson eamed an African Middle Eostern Medal
 with mine Batle Sars i:md an Amedean Unil Cation.

Prir b jaining e mililary, Thompsen graduafed from Haommoton Instilule ia ".-'irgini-;: wohsare b pomed o bacheler of
science oegree in Business Acminishation and also fook pilod faining. Ater retiring from e miliony, he wos o leacher
and schoal administalo

Bam in Pilisbuigh, Pernsyhaania, on Jonuory 26, 1914, Thompson now makes his home in Chicags, 1L, sith bis
wite, Verg, The Thompsons have e sans, William and Kenneth.

John W. Rogers, Captain, U.S. Army Air Corps Ty A
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